
May 22, 2018 

 

Dear AHES Community, 

 

Over the past few weeks, we’ve read and heard your concerns regarding 158 First Avenue and your 

questions regarding communication and transparency.  

 

Yesterday, Mrs. Walling sent a letter to all parents and guardians from our Superintendent, Dr. Compton 

and the Atlantic Highlands Board of Education President, Alyson Denzler which outlines plans for 

replacing the fans on our still effective Sub-Slab Depressurization System (SSDS), the continuation of 

monitoring the system and a plan for future air testing. 

 

In addition, we’d like to address some of the specific additional concerns you’ve raised: 

 

 We value the importance of historical information to new parents entering the school system. All 

families have the absolute right to any information addressing the safety of their children. Years 

ago, the information and data regarding 158 First Avenue was on our website. More recently, 

when the AHES website went through a re-design, that information was unintentionally dropped 

which we discovered when some of you alerted us. The letter sent out (yesterday) addresses the 

new tab on our website; it’s under the “Quick Links” menu on the right hand side of the page and 

is labeled “Environmental Information.” We will update information there, and also in our 

committee reports at our Regular BOE meetings. 

 

 In the future, although no requirement to do so, we will post a PRELIMINARY board meeting 

agenda on the AHES website, the Friday before the scheduled Board of Education meeting. 

However, please be aware that THE PRELIMINARY AGENDA IS A LIVING DOCUMENT 

AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Many agendas continue to be updated until the start of the 

board meeting. Also, final agendas will be posted on meeting day and board minutes will appear 

upon approval by the board at the following month’s regular board meeting. 

 

 We hear and take seriously your concerns about 158 First Avenue in regard to parking, the 

proposed driveway and traffic safety. Contingencies are in place should pick-up and drop-off 

safety become an issue. In addition, the borough and the police department are aware of the 

potential need for their intervention on our behalf and we have their full cooperation. We all want 

our kids to be safe.  

 

 Our board supports the construction of a new building after years of looking at a chain-linked, 

overgrown lot, and fielding complaints about that over the years. We continue to see full 

cooperation from the owner and developer of 158. It was he who contacted US about coming to 

our Board Meeting to address any questions. He was invited to come to our finance and facilities 

meeting because it just so happened to occur the day he called us. He came to the meeting and the 

entire committee was satisfied with his responses. Bear in mind that he does not want a town full 

of people who are angry. He wants this building to be successful, and for that, he needs us. All of 

that said, our eyes are open and we are vigilant. 

 



 As we state at the beginning of every board meeting, while things might seem to happen quickly 

during meetings, with little discussion, it is the result of many committee meetings in the weeks 

prior (on both the local and tri-district levels) so that by the time of each meeting, our board is 

prepared to move through the agenda and vote. During the board meeting, you will always hear a 

report by various committee members who cover the content of all committee meetings (with the 

exception of confidential information). While a few rumblings of “secret meetings” have been on 

social media, please know that is categorically NOT the case. 

 

 Finally, during public comment, we are mostly silent and listening to citizen concerns. Per New 

Jersey School Boards Association procedure, it is not a time for the board to enter into debate, 

question and answer, or cross-examination between the board and the public. Also, boards may 

respond to public comment by seeking additional information or by delegating the authority to 

investigate the issue to the superintendent or his/her designee (see NJSBA.com). We hope this 

helps to better understand why we react the way we do. 

 

Our Board of Education will continue to strive to effectively communicate to our community. We are all 

volunteers giving many hours to meetings, research, discussion and preparation. We, like you, are parents 

of children who attend AHES or HHRS and we serve on this board with honor and a profound sense of 

responsibility to all of our kids and our community at large. 

 

We would like to thank you for respectful and thoughtful conversation while addressing safety and 

communication in our school.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Atlantic Highlands Board of Education 

 

Alyson Denzler, President        

Suzanne Santry, Vice-President 

Conor Barnes 

Renee Dorski 

Erin Dougherty 

Elisabeth Eittreim 

Steve Lombardi   

Julie Mahoney 

Jim Murphy 

                                          

  

 

 

 

 

 


